BOOK RELEASE

Irish Wade  – the history, people & products

	PRIVATE
As a result of funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund, Edenderry Cultural 
and Historical Society, Portadown are now pleased to announce the 
publication of their eagerly awaited book: Irish Wade - the history, people 
and products.
 
The pottery factory opened in Watson Street, Portadown in 1947 on the site of an old linen mill.  At the outset, production was confined to the manufacture of ceramics for the electricity supply industry and the post office.  

However, in 1953 the pottery expanded into the giftware market and a number of items 
were produced for the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II.  The innovation 
proved to be a tremendous success and soon many more examples of the typical 
blue/greeen Irish Porcelain products were being manufactured, including the 
famous range of small animals known the world over as 'Whimsies'.
 
During the ensuing years, the Wade pottery also produced the ubiquitous 'Nat 
West Pig' moneyboxes, exquisite tableware and a series of finely modelled 
figurines that are now eagerly sought by discerning collectors in many 
countries.
 
The book will be an essential reference work for anyone with an interest in Wade as it will detail the history and products of the Wade pottery, the numerous backstamps used by the company and a comprehensive price guide to assist potential buyers.  
The publication will be launched on the 18 August, 2007 in the Millennium Court Arts Centre in William Street, Portadown, Co Armagh, N. Ireland.  A major exhibition of Irish Wade will open on the same evening and run for three months.

Further details can be obtained from:

website www.wadeireland.co.uk 

e-mail: info@wadeireland.co.uk
telephone: 07703393766

Regards

Harry Eakin

Edenderry Cultural & Historical Society


